Propp's Functions 
  
 - initial situation; it is not a function (alpha) 
I. absentation: a family member absents him/herself from home (beta) 
II. interdiction: an interdiction is addressed to hero (gamma) 
III. violation: interdiction is violated (delta); a paired element 
IV. reconnaissance: villain makes an attempt at reconnaissance (epsilon) 
V. delivery: villain receives information about his victim (zeta); a paired function 
VI. trickery: villain attempts to deceive his victim in order to take possession of him or his belongings (eta) [at this point the villain may assume a disguise] 
VII. complicity: victim submits to deception and thereby unwittingly helps his enemy (theta); subfunction: preliminary misfortune (lamda) wherein villain deliberately causes the difficult situation 
VIII. villainy: villain causes harm or injury to a family member (A); crucial function by means of which the actual movement of the tale is created; the complication is begun by an act of villainy 
VIIIa. lack: one member of a family either lacks something or desires to have something (a) 
IX. mediation, the connective incident: misfortune or lack is made known; hero is approached with a request or command; he is allowed to go or he is dispatched (B) 
X. beginning counteraction: seeker agrees to or decides upon counteraction (C) 
XI. departure: hero leaves home (arrow/up) 
XII. the first function of the donor: hero is tested, interrogated, attacked, etc., which prepares the way for his/her receiving either a magical agent or helper (D) 
XIII. the hero's reaction: hero reacts to the actions of future donor (E) 
XIV. provision or receipt of a magical agent: hero acquires the use of magical agent (F) 
XV. spatial transference between two kingdoms, guidance: hero is transferred, delivered, or led to the whereabouts of an object of search (G) 
XVI. struggle: hero and villain join in direct combat (H) 
XVII. branding, marking: hero is branded (J) 
XVIII. victory: villain is defeated (I) 
XIX. liquidation of misfortune or lack: the initial misfortune or lack is liquidated (K); this function, together with villainy (A), constitutes a pair: the narrative reaches its peak here 
XX. return: hero returns (arrow/down) 
XXI. pursuit, chase: hero is pursued (Pr) 
XXII. rescue: rescue of hero from pursuit (Rs) 
XXIII. unrecognized arrival: hero, unrecognized, arrives home, or in another country (o) 
XXIV. unfounded claims: a false hero presents unfounded claims (L) 
XXV. difficult task: a difficult task is proposed to hero (M); one of the tale's favorite elements 
XXVI. solution: the task is resolved (N) 
XXVII. recognition: hero is recognized (Q); complements function XVII 
XXVIII. exposure: false hero or villain is exposed (Ex) 
XXIX. transfiguration: hero is given a new appearance (T) 
XXX. punishment: villain is punished (U) 
XXXI. wedding: hero is married and ascends the throne (W) 
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